
 
 

 KS3 - CREATIVE WRITING (2026-27)  

 Week 1 Week 2    Week 3 Week 4    Week 5     Week 6 Week 7 Week 8   Week 9   Week 10   Week 11   Week 

12 

  Week 13  Week 14 Week 

15 

 

 

Autumn 1 - 'Equality & Diversity' Autumn 2 - 'Living in the Wider World'  
Subject Area Topic 

Holes: Linked Creative Writing | Chapters 1-32 
Subject Area Topic 

Holes: Linked Creative Writing | Chapters 33-50, Assessment & Reteach 
 

1&2 
Week 1: Chapters 1-4 - Arrival at Camp Green 
Lake. 
Writing focus: setting description. Create an 
oppressive atmosphere using sensory detail 
and precise vocabulary. 
Week 2: Chapters 5-8 - The First Hole. 
Writing focus: character emotions. Show 
exhaustion, frustration, loneliness and 
determination through actions and physical 
detail. 

3&4 
Week 3: Chapters 9-12 - Zero and the 
Camp Hierarchy. 
Writing focus: character description. 
Describe Zero precisely and create a clear 
first impression. 
Week 4: Chapters 13-16 - The Gold Tube 
and the Warden's Search. 
Writing focus: atmosphere. Build heat, 
pressure, secrecy and unease around the 
Warden's search. 

5&6 
Week 5: Chapters 17-19 - Zero Asks for Help. 
Writing focus: viewpoint and decision writing 
from Stanley's or Zero's perspective at the 
moment of refusal. 
Week 6: Chapters 20-24 - The Reading and 
Digging Agreement. 
Writing focus: friendship and relationships. 
Show trust, teamwork and changing emotions 
through actions and dialogue. 

7 
Week 7: Chapters 
25-29 - Sam, 
Katherine and the 
Fall of Green Lake. 
Writing focus: 
historical narrative 
or diary writing 
from Katherine's 
viewpoint before 
and after the 
turning point. 

8 
Week 8: Chapters 30-32 - 
Conflict, Escape and the 
Water Truck. 
Writing focus: dialogue and 
action tension. Build from 
confrontation to escape or 
Stanley's urgent decision to 
drive away. 

9&10 
Week 9: Chapters 33-36 - Stanley Finds 
Zero. 
Writing focus: descriptive atmosphere 
and suspense. Show the harsh desert, 
Stanley's relief and Zero's vulnerability. 
Week 10: Chapters 37-40 - Climbing God's 
Thumb. 
Writing focus: setting and emotions. 
Describe the difficult climb and the shift 
from despair to hope. 

11&12 
Week 11: Chapters 41-44 - Revelations 
and the Return to Camp. 
Writing focus: suspense through 
darkness, controlled pacing, careful 
movement and uncertainty. 
Week 12: Chapters 45-47 - The Yellow-
Spotted Lizards. 
Writing focus: fear and emotions 
through stillness, physical reactions, 
restrained action and suspense. 

13&14 
Week 13: Chapters 48-50 - Justice, 
Freedom and Resolution. 
Writing focus: reflection on character 
change, friendship, justice and lessons 
learned. 
Week 14: CHECKPOINT - independent 
writing assessment using only taught 
content and vocabulary. 

15 
MISCONCEPTIONS / 
RETEACH 
Use Week 14 evidence to 
reteach insecure 
vocabulary and writing 
skills. 
Model one improved 
response, complete a 
short recheck, then 
improve/redraft assessed 
writing and record 
before-and-after 
evidence. 

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
Creative Writing follows Rise to Read each week and uses the 
same chapter range, event, Master Scene and exact 
Blue/Yellow/White vocabulary. 
Consistent lesson structure: retrieval; Learning Aim & Success 
Criteria; gather ideas; plan; WAGOLL/model; independent writing; 
Progress Check. 
Vocabulary is first taught through registration spelling and Rise to 
Read, then deliberately reused in planning, WAGOLLs, sentence 
starters, word banks and independent writing. 

Additional Higher Content 
Increase independence through deliberate vocabulary selection, varied sentence structures, controlled paragraphing, 
stronger viewpoint, atmosphere and precise stylistic choices. 
Mastering pupils explain and justify authorial choices, sustain tone and independently edit for impact rather than 
simply writing more. 

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
Weeks 9-13 complete the linked Holes 
writing sequence. Week 14 assesses taught 
vocabulary and independent writing without 
introducing new vocabulary or showing a 
WAGOLL immediately before the task. 
Week 15 is evidence-led: the same insecure 
vocabulary is revisited across spelling, Rise to 
Read and Creative Writing before pupils 
improve/redraft assessed work. 

Additional Higher Content 
Sustain atmosphere and viewpoint across longer pieces, control pacing and dialogue, 
select evidence from the shared text as a stimulus, and edit independently for vocabulary, 
sentence control, organisation and effect. 

 

 

Spring 1 - 'The Circle of Life' Spring 2 - 'Conflict'  

Subject Area Topic 
Curriculum to be developed 

Subject Area Topic 
Curriculum to be developed 

 

1 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently 
follows the 15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

2 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows 
the 15-week Holes programme 
through Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

3 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows the 
15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2. 

4&5 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows the 15-
week Holes programme through Autumn 1 
and Autumn 2. 

6 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows 
the 15-week 
Holes programme 
through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

1 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently 
follows the 15-week Holes 
programme through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

2&3 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows the 15-week Holes programme 
through Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

4&5 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows the 15-week Holes 
programme through Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

  

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
To be completed when the next linked literacy text and Creative 
Writing sequence are agreed. 

Additional Higher Content 
To be completed alongside the next programme. 

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
To be completed when the next linked literacy text and Creative Writing 
sequence are agreed. 

Additional Higher Content 
To be completed alongside the next programme. 

Summer 1 - 'Health & Leisure' Summer 2 - 'Crime & Punishment' 
Subject Area Topic 

Curriculum to be developed 
Subject Area Topic 

Curriculum to be developed 



 

1 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently 
follows the 15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

2 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows 
the 15-week Holes programme 
through Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

3 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows the 
15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2. 

4 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows the 
15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and Autumn 
2. 

5 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows the 
15-week Holes 
programme through 
Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2. 

6&7 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently 
follows the 15-
week Holes 
programme 
through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

1 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently 
follows the 15-week Holes 
programme through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

2 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing presently follows the 
15-week Holes programme through 
Autumn 1 and Autumn 2. 

3 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows 
the 15-week 
Holes 
programme 
through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

4 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative 
Writing 
presently 
follows the 15-
week Holes 
programme 
through 
Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2. 

5 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows 
the 15-week 
Holes programme 
through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

6 
Not currently 
planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows 
the 15-week 
Holes programme 
through Autumn 
1 and Autumn 2. 

7 
Not currently planned. 
Creative Writing 
presently follows the 15-
week Holes programme 
through Autumn 1 and 
Autumn 2. 

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
To be completed when the next linked literacy text and Creative 
Writing sequence are agreed. 

Additional Higher Content 
To be completed alongside the next programme. 

Notes/Links/Interleaving 
To be completed when the next linked literacy text and Creative Writing 
sequence are agreed. 

Additional Higher Content 
To be completed alongside the next programme. 

 

 


